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MISSION: Dedicated to the Growth and Retention of Commerce
Through Committed Partnerships

Enhancing Our Quality of Life

Highlights of September Events!!!

Chamber Voice



2019 GBCC Board of Directors
Executive Board

Anna Duran 505-565-8400
President, SECU

Ray Vigil                            505-241-2529
President Elect,  PNM Resources, Inc.

Sonya Sanchez                       505-610-1294
Sachs Fifth Real Estate

Jennifer Hise                      505-864-1200
Treasurer,  CEMCO, Inc.

Roderick Storey                   505-865-6623
Past President, NM Gas Co.

Board of Directors
Pete Armstrong                  505-864-2084
Member, Armstrong Services

Cyndi Baca                           505-582-2789
Member, McAlister Oil Co.

Bobbi Chandler                    505-864-4472
Member, VCNB/Media 9

Carl Gallegos 505-205-3910
Member,  BNSF

Karla Garcia                         505-864-7401
Member,  Wells Fargo Banks, NM

John T. Ivey                          505-307-1946
Haloed Solutions

Yvonne Sanchez                    505-865-3624
Rio Grande Financial Network

TBD
Ex-Officio, Belen Consolidated Schools

Jon Lechel                            505-925-8547
Ex-Officio, UNM-VC

TBD                                       505-864-8221
Ex-Officio, City of Belen

Rhona Baca Espinoza            505-864-8091
Ex-Officio, Executive Director, GBCC

GBCC Office Team
JoElla Patterson
Membership Specialist, Office Manager
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9 11 Memorial Ceremony

Happenings

The Greater Belen Chamber is seeking hard working and
dedicated people to serve on the Board this coming year.
Please contact Rhona at the Chamber  office if this is
something you would like to experience.  It is so worthwhile
and a great way to give back to your community!!!

Woohoo!!! Bertha Flores from the
City’s RSVP put on an amazing
Wellness Fair on Friday, September 20th.

A beautiful 911 ceremony was held at the 911 Memorial Park in
Belen.  Gloria Sanchez does a wonderful job in  organizing the
event as well as Chief  Manny Garcia.  The color guard was
perfect and professional and the crowd grows larger every
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Dear Chamber Members,
First and foremost a HUGE THANK YOU to ALL Board Members,
Volunteers, Sponsors, Vendors, and Car Show Participants for being a
part of Rio Abajo Becker Street Festival 2019!!! And an even BIGGER
THANK YOU Rhona and JoElla for all your hard work in preparing and
executing this wonderful event!!! Without all of you this event could not
have been as successful as it was!!! What a great day it was! The weather
was perfect, there were so many people that attended, and I believe this
is the best Rio Abajo EVER!!! Congratulations to all the winners in all the
different events!
Are you interested in being part of the Greater Belen Chamber of

Commerce Board of Directors?? If so, please let any current board
member know as we are in the early planning stages for 2020. It’s a
great place to volunteer your time and expertise, and we are always
looking for great people who are concerned about our great City of
Belen!!! We will be having our Annual Board Retreat on November 2, 2019
at Tierra Del Sol Golf Club, this is a very important planning meeting for
2020. So please consider joining the board so you can attend this
planning session with us!!
Our October luncheon will be hosted by Sachs 5th Real Estate and
catered by La Dos Gringas restaurant. Our local legislators will be there
to give us a heads up on the goals they have set for the 2020 Legislative
session. This will be a very informative luncheon, we hope you will plan on
joining us!!
Don’t forget to take in all the beauty our city and county have to offer
this time of year! The leaves are changing colors the Bosque looks
beautiful!!! Look North and to the sky for the balloons as we head into
balloon season, as well as all the birds starting to migrate South!! And
keep an eye out for all the little ghosts and goblins around at the end of
the month!!
As always don’t forget to shop LOCAL!!!
Your Networking Chamber Board President 2019,

Anna Duran

President, Greater Belen Chamber Board



Woo Hoo!!! Wowee!!!
Rio Abajo Becker Street Festival celebrated its 16th
anniversary and was it a celebration.  Thousands of
people came out and celebrated great food, outstanding
music and participated in many wonderful events.  The
weather was absolutely perfect! Thanks to many
sponsors, event organizers, vendors, volunteers and our
hardworking GBCC Board and Office Team.  This event

was so successful because our community and beyond support it year after year.
I send each and everyone of you a big hug and THANK YOU seems like such a
small word.  But thank you just the same.  When we are successful with our
fundraising events, we are able to keep our membership dues low and
affordable.  We are able to serve you, our precious GBCC Family!

Our next networking event is coming up on Wednesday,  October 9th at Sachs
5th Real Estate and Auction in Belen.  Five of our State Legislators will be in a
panel to answer any questions you may have about the upcoming legislative
session.  La Dos Gringas will be catering the luncheon!

Then on November 6th  at the Belen Art League on Becker Street in Belen.  It
all begins at 5:30pm and it is  going to be a lovely evening.  They are bursting at
the seams with beautiful art.

We are here for you always.
Thanks  for being our friends
and supporters.
Blessings!!!
Rhona Baca Espinoza
Executive Director
GBCC
rhona@belenchamber.org
505-864-8091
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Greater  Belen Chamber of Commerce Office News

Rhona Baca Espinoza,
Executive Director of Greater
Belen Chamber of Commerce
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*New Members*
Gaze Gallery of Fine Arts

We welcome Gaze Gallery to our Chamber Family!
They are a fine art gallery featuring the work of
Belen artists Linda. And S. Herkenhoff as well as
Socorro Artist Georgette Evans Grey on permanent
display.  Artist receptions and new art show
openings every three months on the first Friday of
the month.  Pop-up art shows, art events and
special installations every 1st Friday of the month
with extended hours.  First Friday events will be
from 5pm-8pm.  Gaze Gallery is open weekends
Friday and Saturday 11-6 and Sunday 10-4.  Open
til 8pm 1st Friday of every month.  They will also
gladly open by appointment any time just call 505-
709-4499 or www.GazeGalleryNM.com.  Located at
210 B South Main Street, next door to All’s Styling
Salon in Belen they would like to offer Chamber
members 10% off any purchase of their beautiful
wares!!!

Quality Screening Solutions, LLC

We welcome Janice Romero of Quality Screening Solutions,
LLC to our Chamber Family!!! Quality Screening Solutions is
locally owned and a member of your community.  They
provide employment and tenant background checks at
affordable costs.  They specialize in working with employers
who are interested in creating a safe and secure work
environment.  They focus on providing customized
background screening options with one on one service.
Having processed over 1 million searches over the last eight
years, they are confident in in their ability to provide you the
best, FCRA compliant information possible.  They provide
workplace or personal alcohol and drug testing services, drug
tsting supplies, and drug and alcohol test collection services.
They specialize in Department of Transportation drug testing
programs, the Gold Standard for drug testing.  They can
create your custom workplace drug testing policy and
random selection service.  They also provide paternity and
ancestry DNA testing services.  They will provide Chamber
members three free background checks or 10% discount on
Paternity DNA testing, drug testing services or supplies.  Call
505-588-2597 or visit their office at 1402 MainStreet Suite B
809 in Los Lunas!!  So happy to have you!!!!

The 14th Annual Captain Tamara Long-
Archueleta Memorial Open Karate
Championships will take place on Saturday,
October 19th at 10:00am at Belen High School.
This is the 35thTournament hosted by Richard
and Cindy Long of Belen Goju Ryu Karate and
proceeds fund their Memorial Scholarship.
Hundreds of  participants will compete from all
over the southwest.  To date, with their Kick a
Thons and the Tamara Long-Archuleta
Scholarships they have helped others with a
total of more than $64,496.56!!!  They are our
stars in our community and we thank them for
making a difference in so many lives.
WooHoo!!!!!

Pilot Club of Belen is once again selling their
beautiful fresh wreaths for the holidays.  They are
taking orders through October 9th.  Wreaths will be
available for pick up the week before    Thanksgiving
or for additional charge can be mailed to out of town
addresses.  They last at least two months if hung out-
doors.  They are gorgeous and very inexpensive.
Call Kathy:  505-321-1042!!!

Valencia County Cowboy Church

Welcome Pastor James Robbins with Valencia County Cowboy
Church! Located at 1 AT&T Road in Los Lunas, they can be

reached at 505-869-9119 or valenciacountycowboychurch.com.
They are a nondenominational church serving Valencia County
and anyone that wishes to seek God.  They have several Bible

studies, youth group, Men’s and Women’s ministries, a
homeschool service for kids and much more!!  Let them know
how they can serve you and any prayer needs you may have.

Everyone is welcome.  Sunday services begin @ 10:00am and
their Thursday night service begins @ 6:30pm!!!  So happy you

have joined us.



Belen MainStreet             Partnership
News

Lots of great projects              happen-
ing and being planned with Belen

MainStreet Partnership Team.  With a
recent receipt of a NMRA Façade grant,

two         properties in the historic
downtown will be revitalized.  Work is

going on now.  BMSP will also be host-
ing its 1st              Annual Park and

Shine Car Show at Anna Becker Park
in conjunction with the Farmer’s Mar-
ket on Friday, October 12th from 3:00-
7:00pm.  This Board is a grassroots

group of concerned and dedicated citi-
zens with a vision for a revitalized

downtown!!  They are also looking for
volunteers and would love to have you
join in their efforts.  They host a News
@ Noon luncheon the last Thursday of
every month and have been meeting at

Rita’s New Mexican Restaurant on
Becker St.  This past luncheon, Presi-

dent Jim Rende shared some great
renderings of what a little TLC!!! One

of the renderings is below:
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New Mexico
Water

Service Co.
401 Horner St.

Belen, NM
87002

505-864-2218

Images by Rosa

Valencia Power
LLC

55 Christine Dr
Belen, NM

87002
861-1771

Don Tripp
P.O. Box 1369

Socorro, NM  87801

Bar Y Pet Hotel
205 Harrison Road
Belen, NM  87002

505-864-2251

KKF Media
1402 Main St.

Los Lunas, NM
87031

505-573-0471

Bar G Bar Longhorn
Ranch

1910 Hiway 304
Belen, NM  87002

505-864-1220

Membership Renewals!!!!!!!!

Special Member Info
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September Member of the Month:
The Greater Belen Chamber of Commerce is so excit-
ed to honor Johnny and Lillian Griego and their
precious family that run Bethlehem Trading Post as
our September Member of the Month!!! Located at
1300 South Main in Belen, they are jam packed with
treasures of every kind from beautiful vintage
jewelry to heirloom china and furniture and more!!!!
BETHLEHEM TRADING POST  can be reached at
505.861.1001.  First week of every month for 3
months Starting in July thru September 20% to 50%
off all merchandise Always 10% off for Senior
Citizens & Veterans.  They are the best model of
successful business management and are always so
happy to have you go by and visit them!!! They have
a pot of coffee always going!!!  Go by and
congratulate them!!

A Huge THANK YOU to Gary Jacobson and Mitchell   Theaters for
being the bestest hosts!!!  They provided our group with all the

popcorn, nachos, drinks and a movie after our program!! They were
so helpful and wonderful and we had a great time!!!! Everyone had an
opportunity to talk about their businesses!!  Such a nice event.  Leisa
Haynes, City Manager of Los Lunas shared her exciting plans for Rio
Communities!!! She is a real go getter and lots of great plans are in the

works!!!

ED Rhona Espinoza, President Anna Duran
with Bethlehem Trading Post owners Johnny
and Lillian Griego and their beautiful family
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MORE  2016 RIO ABAJO
PICTURES



October
Breast Cancer

Awareness Month
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NOVEMBER UPCOMING EVENTS
 November 6th After Hours Event at Belen Art League:  5:30 pm
 November 23rd:  Miracle on Main Street Festival and Parade
 Bugg Light Display Begins through the month of December

SEPTEMBER 2019 TOURISM CENTER ACTIVITY
INCOMING CALLS:  During the month of SEPTEMBER we recorded 1025 calls
WALK-INS/SIGN-INS:  We recorded 45 people from New Mexico and 4 from other States, France, and Canada walking into
the Chamber for information about events, services, maps, tourist info and directions to property.
DURING THE MONTH OF SEPTEMBER: We mailed 7 relocation packages.  There were 7370 hits on the Chamber Web site.
And 400 regular visitors on the GBCC Facebook site!!!
Come visit our GBCC Facebook page!!!

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

1 2 3 4 5

6 7 8 9 Networking
Luncheon
11:30am

10 11 12

13 14 Chamber
Office closed

15 16 17 18 19

20 21 22 GBCC
Board Meets

23 24 25 26 Scarecrow
Festival 4:00-8:00
Belen Art District

27 28 29 30 Belen
MainStreet
Board Meets

31



SHOP THESE  LOCAL MEMBERS -GET  A  DI SCOUNT!

MEMBER TO MEMBER DISCOUNTS
MEMBER TO MEMBER DISCOUNTS

Abba Technologies:  20% off an I.T. assessment for Chamber Members. 505-889-3337

Bar Y Pet Hotel:  14 day care for the cost of 13 days  Call Bobbie, 864-2251

Bella Vida Healthcare Clinic:  Non-insured patients are able to be seen for $40.00           office visit;
sports physicals-$25 Call 916-5446 for more information
Bethlehem Trading Post:  10% discount on store merchandise.  Vendor items may be exception.
Black’s Smuggler’s Winery:  Free Wine Tasting for GBCC Members:  Call Tony Black:  388-8117
GAZE Gallery:  10% Discount to Chamber Members:  Call Linda at 505-709-4499
Images By Rosa: FREE one hour sitting for GBCC members, call 505.250.2982 or email imagesby-
rosa@aol.com to make an appointment. View the site at  http://
imagesbyrosa.exposuremanager.com/
H2Academic Solutions:  10% discount for Chamber Members.  Holly:  505-453-3621
Jazzercise:  GBCC Members first month FREE, call 250-2982 or JazzercieBelen@aol.com
Johnson Chiropractic Clinic, LLC:  10% discount for military and law enforcement and for payment
in full at the time of service.  Call 505-565-0548
Quality Screening Solutions:  Chamber members receive three free background checks or 10%
discount on Paternity, DNA, drug testing services or supplies:  Call Janice:  505-588-2597
Long John Silver’s:  Discounts available depending on service:  Call 864-4481
Marty’s Muffler Shop Inc:  10% Discount on all repairs  864-8033.
listing. Call 830-2043 or email info@nmbiz.com
Paradigm Physical Therapy Belen: 10% Discount on One Month Gym Membership, Call 861-1200
Performance Automotive:  10% off on all parts and labor for all GBCC Members:  Present card at
time of   service.  Call 505-861-1468 for more information
Professional Contracting:  Senior Discount:  505-859-4220:  Laura Rosales
Rutilio’s:  Discounts available depending on service  Call 864-0093
Sandia Self Storage– 10% off any size storage unit for the duration of the rental-864-1133
Sew What?!  10% discount on multi-piece orders, 565-2677
Southwest Emporium:  10% Discount to GBCC Members:  Corina:  505-859-4828
US Bank:  20% off standard checks and reorders. Belen only!  Call 861-1900
Valencia Animal Clinic:  10% off annual vaccinations, 864-4075
Valencia County News-Bulletin:  40% ad Discount on monthly Chamber Page, 864-4472
Wright Choice Learning Center:  Discounts available depending on service  Call 864-2530
Yucca Self Storage:  10% Discount monthly storage for GBCC Members:  Call 861-0382

The Belen Chamber is Here To Serve You– Call 505-864-8091
Phone: 864-8091
e-mail: belenchamber@belenchamber.org
Website: www.belenchamber.com
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712 Dalies Ave.
Belen, NM  87002
Belenchamber.com







1. Best green chile cheese burger_____________________
2. Best green chile___________________________________
3. Best red chile_____________________________________
4. Best chile rellenos_________________________________
5. Best chicharrones_________________________________
6. Best tamales______________________________________
7. Best tacos________________________________________
8. Best sopaipilla____________________________________

9. Best breakfast burrito_____________________________
10. Best pizza_______________________________________
11. Best steak_______________________________________
12. Best breakfast___________________________________
13. Best dessert_____________________________________
14. Best nachos______________________________________
15. Best French fries_________________________________

16. Best teacher______________________________________
17. Best principal_____________________________________
18. Best coach_______________________________________
19. Best school staff employee________________________
20. Best helpful elected official_______________________
21. Most helpful public employee_____________________
22. Best volunteer____________________________________
23. Best firefighter___________________________________
24. Best police officer________________________________
25. Best current high school male athlete______________
26. Best current high school female athlete____________
27. Best artist________________________________________
28. Best musician_____________________________________
29. Best minister_____________________________________
30. Best hairdresser__________________________________
31. Best barber______________________________________

32. Best wait person__________________________________
33. Best real estate agent_____________________________
34. Best doctor_______________________________________
35. Best nurse________________________________________
36. Best dentist______________________________________
37. Best insurance agent______________________________
38. Best attorney_____________________________________
39. Best veterinarian__________________________________
40. Best pharmacist___________________________________
41. Best florist_______________________________________
42. Best electrician___________________________________
43. Best plumber_____________________________________
44. Best contractor___________________________________
45. Best financial advisor______________________________
46. Best fitness trainer________________________________

47. Best restaurant_________________________________________
48. Best fast food restaurant_______________________________
49. Best locally-owned business_____________________________
50. Best auto shop_________________________________________
51. Best tire shop__________________________________________
52. Best gym______________________________________________
53. Best thrift/consignment store___________________________
54. Best retail store________________________________________
55. Best hair salon_________________________________________
56. Best barber shop______________________________________
57. Best financial institution________________________________
58. Best funeral home______________________________________
59. Best child care_________________________________________
60. Best hardware/lumber store____________________________
61. Best bakery____________________________________________

62. Best place to get a sweet treat__________________________
63. Best bar_______________________________________________
64. Best place to get a massage_____________________________
65. Best home furnishings__________________________________
66. Best art gallery_________________________________________
67. Best park______________________________________________
68. Best place to work_____________________________________
69. Best local website______________________________________
70. Best local social media site______________________________
71. Best youth athletic program_____________________________
72. Best nonprofit__________________________________________
73. Best community service organization____________________
74. Best tourist location____________________________________
75. Best annual event in Valencia County____________________

WHERE DO YOU GET A GREAT GREEN CHILE CHEESEBURGER OR THE BEST BREAKFAST BURRITO?
WHO DO YOU TURN TO WHEN YOU NEED HELP? WHO IS YOUR FAVORITE ARTIST?

The News-Bulletin is putting together a list of the people and places, nearest and dearest to the hearts of folks here. We’re offering a prize
as an incentive for filling out this ballot. If you’d like to enter the drawing, fill in your name and address below:

FORM

Fill out this form and send it to the News-Bulletin and you will be eligible for a drawing for a dinner for two at the Best Restaurant:

Name: ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Address: __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

City, State, Zip Code: _______________________________________________________________________________________________________

Phone number: ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Email address: _____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Be specific in your answers and use first and last names, and locations for your selections. Each person can vote only once. Include your
name on the ballot or it will not be accepted. The deadline is 5 p.m., Friday, Nov. 1. Bring in your ballot or send it to Best of Valencia
County, c/o Valencia County News-Bulletin, 221 S. Main St. Suite B, N.M., 87002, or email cgarcia@news-bulletin.com.

The results will be featured in the Thursday, Dec. 19, edition of the News-Bulletin.

BEST OF VALENCIA COUNTY BALLOT

0001459591-02



 

12/12/2018 2:22 PM 

Date Workshop Name Begins Ends Presenter 
January 15, 2019 TCJA-How the New Tax 

Laws Affect Your & Your 
Business  

9am 12pm Leigh Van Gilst, CPA  

February 12, 2019 Basics of Borrowing 10am 12pm The Loan Fund 

February 21, 2019 Customer Service–������It�¶s 
Vital for Business Success 

9am 12pm Rhona Baca-Espinoza, Belen 
Chamber of Commerce 

February 28, 2019 Basic Bookkeeping ($69) 9am 12pm Claudette Riley, Certified 
QuickBooks Advisor 

March 21 & 22, 2019 QuickBooks Pro for Small 9am 3pm Claudette Riley, Certified 

March 28, 2019 QuickBooks Online ($150) 9am 4pm Claudette Riley, Certified 
QuickBooks Advisor 

April 25, 2019 Selling Without a Store 
Webinar (Online) 

10:30am 12pm Christopher Garcia, SBDC 
Small Business Advisor  

May 16, 2019 Social Media Marketing for 
Business 

9am 12pm TBD 

May 23, 2019 Websites for Business 9am 12pm TBD 

June 20, 2019 Insurance for Small      
Business 

TBD  TBD 

July 18, 2019 Marketing Your Small   
Business 

9am 12pm Christopher Garcia, SBDC 
Small Business Advisor  

August 15, 2019 Marketing Your Small  
Business Webinar (Online) 

10am 12pm Christopher Garcia, SBDC 
Small Business Advisor  

August 23, 2019 Basics of Borrowing 10am 12pm Accion New Mexico 

October 10, 2019 Basic Bookkeeping ($69) 9am 12pm Claudette Riley, Certified 
QuickBooks Advisor 

October 24 & 25, 2019 QuickBooks Pro for Small 
Business 2-day ($229) 

9am 3pm Claudette Riley, Certified 
QuickBooks Advisor 

November 14, 2019 QuickBooks Online ($150) 9am 4pm Claudette Riley, Certified 
QuickBooks Advisor 

November 13, 2019 Your Small Business and 
Taxes 

9am 12pm Leigh Van Gilst, CPA  

November 29, 2019 Selling Without a Store 
Webinar (Online) 

10:30am 12pm Christopher Garcia, SBDC 
Small Business Advisor  

�����������:�R�U�N�V�K�R�S���6�F�K�H�G�X�O�H�� 

Seating is limited! 
visit NMSBDC.org 

or call  
505.925.8980 

to register 

�$�O�O �6�%�'�& �S�U�R�J�U�D�P�V���D�U�H���H�[�W�H�Q�G�H�G���W�R���W�K�H���S�X�E�O�L�F���R�Q���D���Q�R�Q�G�L�V�F�U�L�P�L�Q�D�W�R�U�\���E�D�V�L�V�� ���/�D�Q�J�X�D�J�H���D�V�V�L�V�W�D�Q�F�H���V�H�U�Y�L�F�H�V���D�U�H���D�Y�D�L�O�D��
�E�O�H���I�R�U���O�L�P�L�W�H�G���(�Q�J�O�L�V�K���S�U�R�I�L�F�L�H�Q�W���L�Q�G�L�Y�L�G�X�D�O�V�����5�H�D�V�R�Q�D�E�O�H���D�F�F�R�P�P�R�G�D�W�L�R�Q�V���I�R�U���S�H�U�V�R�Q�V���Z�L�W�K���G�L�V�D�E�L�O�L�W�L�H�V���Z�L�O�O���E�H���P�D�G�H���L�I��
�U�H�T�X�H�V�W�H�G���D�W���O�H�D�V�W���W�Z�R���Z�H�H�N�V���L�Q���D�G�Y�D�Q�F�H�����)�X�Q�G�H�G���L�Q���S�D�U�W���W�K�U�R�X�J�K���D���&�R�R�S�H�U�D�W�L�Y�H���$�J�U�H�H�P�H�Q�W���Z�L�W�K���W�K�H���8���6�����6�P�D�O�O���%�X�V�L��
�Q�H�V�V���$�G�P�L�Q�L�V�W�U�D�W�L�R�Q�����$�O�O���R�S�L�Q�L�R�Q�V�����F�R�Q�F�O�X�V�L�R�Q�V���D�Q�G���R�U���U�H�F�R�P�P�H�Q�G�D�W�L�R�Q�V���H�[�S�U�H�V�V�H�G���D�U�H���W�K�R�V�H���R�I���W�K�H���D�X�W�K�R�U���V�����D�Q�G���G�R��

�Q�R�W���Q�H�F�H�V�V�D�U�L�O�\���U�H�I�O�H�F�W���W�K�H���Y�L�H�Z�V���R�I���W�K�H���6�%�$�� �� 

Workshops are held at the Terri Ortiz Teacher Resource Cen-

ter, unless otherwise stated, 801 Coronado, Los Lunas, NM  

The center is located across from Los Lunas Elementary 

School, when you enter campus. 
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